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Greetings from the Laurie Schoendorfer Endowment for Education (LSEE). We hope you 

and your family are well. You last heard from us in December 2020. We mentioned that 
Covid—19 brought at least one advantage to our scholars. Being wheelchair-bound made 
it difficult to attend classes at schools. The virus closed traditional classrooms and 
forced schools to develop online internet classes, meaning our scholars could study at 
home. 


We currently have two graduates and seven active scholars. Both graduates live in 
Vietnam. 1.) We awarded Tiep $600 for a four-month course centered on Graphic 
Design. He earns $200 per month doing contract work on the internet. This is $200 per 
month more than he was earning before our scholarship grant! 2.) We awarded Tham 


$1,200 to take an intense mentorship in making formal wedding clothes. Before we met 
her she had a very low income repairing torn clothing at home. She now has her own 
shop, employs four others, and teaches the skills of dressmaking. Tham's income is over 
$300 per month. 


We are thrilled to announce that we added Metanonia Missions International to our 
partner group. We will soon be awarding scholars to Metanoia's operation in Nicaragua. 


For this newsletter we focus on two scholars: Cu from Vietnam and Leslie from Peru. 
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My Name is Leslie. | live in Lima, Peru and | am 28 years 
old. At the age of eight, | was hit by a car and suffered 
a spinal cord injury that left me a parapalegic, without 
movement or feeling in my legs. From that time, my life 
has been very difficult. | had to learn to move around in 
a wheelchair and live as independently as possible. 
Then came the mental challenge of accepting my xa i 
situation and building my self-esteem. | finished high gama 
school in a fast-track school at night when | was 21. | 
live with my parents and they support me. We are 
a humble family. 

| wanted to succeed. | started my own business selling 
Jell-O desserts in a market. With the money | earned, 
plus some help from my family and relatives, | enrolled 
in a local college. 






Soon however, the money was gone, and | had to drop out. That really hurt. | became 
depressed. Then, | made up my mind not to give up. The way | see my life, there were only 
one of two options: let my fear destroy me, or face my fear and become stronger. | heard 
through some friends about LSEE, that they give scholarships to wheelchair users. | applied 
for a scholarship to take two courses from a local university over the internet from home: 
Digital Design and Digital Marketing. | competed with college students from wealthy families 
who had formal educations and no disabilities. | passed both courses! 


With this new confidence, | renewed my childhood dream to become a great pastry chef. 
LSEE granted me a second scholarship for a year long program at a culinary school. My goal 
is to start my own pastry business. 


' My name is Cu. | am 35 years old. | was born in Vinh Long 
province. When | was 7, | got a polio fever that made my legs 
/ unable to move. All my activities depend on a wheelchair. | live 
in a rural area and my family are farmers. My family did not 
have the ability for me to go to school. Instead, | studied at 
ej home and | now can read and write. 


Ti got married about a nine months ago. My beautiful wife’s 
“NM name is Lam. She also has a disability and cannot walk or work. 
Mig to sell tickets. My income was not stable. | sold tickets on the 
aS street. My sales depended on the weather. It rains a lot where | 
#2 jer live, and no one wants to buy tickets in the rain, even from a 
ed g ; S2 guy in a wheelchair. My average income was about 4 dollars per 
day, but | had to spend some of it for transportation. Normally, | stayed a couple of days and 
then would come back home. Now that | am married, | want to be home with my wife so | can 
take good care of her. | really need a more stable income. 





My dream is to learn how to repair mechanical and electrical equipment. My goal is to open 
a repair shop near my home. Thanks to LSEE | was granted a scholarship of $620 to attend a 
yearlong vocational appliance repair course. After just three months | have learned how to 
fix many kinds of appliances. My teacher praises me for being a diligent and clever student. 
He tells me that | will be able to make $8-10 a day. The best news is that | will not have to 
travel away from my wife, Lam. 





You can learn more about us and donate on our website at: 
www.lsendowment.org 





or send your donation to: 


LSEE 
P.O. Box 7849 
Newport Beach, CA 92658-7849 


